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YOL. XI AIR CORPS NEWS NO. & 





Information Division Manitions Building, 
Air Corps June 37, 1927 Washington, D.C. _ 





The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. 

---000--~ 


THE HAWAIIAN FLIGHT 


For several months the Army Air Corps has been considering the possibility 
of having one of its most recent models of trans»ort airplanes fly from Califor- 
nia to Hawaii. 

The object of the flisht vrimarily is to subject navigation instruments to 
a thoroueyh test in practical use. The flight to Hawaii necessitates traversing: 


the air for 2,407 miles over water and, therefore, presents unusve. problems. 
After several tests, conducted at the Army Air Corns! later ei Division 

at Wright Field, a new transport built by the Atlantic Aircra*t Corporation was 

determinec. upon as the ship best suited for the flight, The snip is a monoplaz 


equipped with three Wright Whirlwind motors and has, it is believed, sufficient 
capacity for the gasoline, oil, and human loads required for the lone flight to 
the Hawaiian Islands. 

Each of the three motors develops 225 horsepower. They are of the same 
type as those used by Lindbergh and Chamberlin in their trans-Atlantic flishts. 
The plane itself has a wing spread of 71 feet and has flown in various tests 
with a gross load of 12,715 pounds, -It has shown splendid capacity, not alone 
for getting off the eroond. but also for climbing at a food pace oace it has 


taken to the air. In order to provide room ‘for the amount of gascline necessary 


for the flight, the plane's fuel capacity has been increased to about 1100 
gallons of gasoline. 

Lieuts. Lester J. Maitland and Albert F. Hegenberzer, of the Army Air 
Corps, were designated to make the flight subject to final authorization, this 
being given by the Secretary of War on June 24th, upon learning that the various 
tests conducted by the two pilots since their arrival at San Diefo ain the Army 
Transport have been declared satisfactory. 

The actual start of the flight will depend upon weather conditions. 

The following statement was issued by Assistant Secretary of War F. Trubee 
Davison, who has direct. charge of Army aviation activities: 

"I sincerely hope that the final tests will be successful. It would mean 
mach to aviation if the flights over the Atlantic by Colonel Charles Lindbergh 
and Clarence Chamberlin could be duplicated over the Pacific, 

There is no doubt in my mind as to the efficiency of the plane selected 
for the proposed Hawaiian flight; It has been tested in every particular 
as to its load capacity and aerodynamic qualities. It has met those tests. 
Lieutenant Maitland and Lieutenant Hegenberger are splendid pilots. The for- 
mer has flown nearly 6,000 miles in a sister ship of the plane slated for the 
Hawaiian Flight, so he knows it thorouchTy. Lieutenant Hegenberrer, besides 
being a pilot, is a competent navigator, 

I want to underscore that the project will be strictly an Army project 
and that it has no relationship to any prize or any other offer made by 
private individuals for a successful flight across the Pacific. The War 
Department has been considering a flight to Hawaii for several years. That 
the plan may be realized at this particular time - when the Atlantic has bees 
flown twice and when private citizens, interested in aviation, are offering 
awards to stimlate a California-Hawaii Hop - is purely a coincidence." 
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ED, TELLS ABOUT MCCOOK FIELD VISITORS 


Wright Field (new) 
Architecture & liud, 
June the lst., 1927, 
Dear Ed: 
Theres no 2 ways about it Ed if you stick around Dayton long me 
you get a good look at.pretty near everybedy in the Aironautical business. Of 
course thats really nothing for US boys to get excitdéd about because if Jed come 
right down to it the pleasure is all the visitors on account of just look who 
THEY see when they get here. At any rate all these boys blow in to McCook at 
one time & another -- by trains or airplanes and automobiles and as far as can 
be seen with the naked eye theyve got only one real-Ambition in life -- to the 
viz & as follows: To Impart some Valuable Knowledge to the Experimental Engineer- 
ing Section. , 

Of course these visiting aviators & the etc dont push right in to head- 
quarters & dumbfound the Gen. or Cheef Engineer with the tidings because theyre 
pretty busy & in their embarrasment might have the visitor throwed out on his ear 
or something. So they begin at the bottom & work up. The idear is -- if they can 
make an ordinary lst. Lieut.,A.C. admit he dont know- nothing & burst out crying « 
promise to hand back all the money the Govt has overpaid him during the last few 
years,why then they are all set to take on even a CAPTAIN who is much harder to 
convince & who has never been known to Turn Loose of any pay or allowances once 
the finance officer left him in the Same Room with it. ; 

So you see the iowest atom um of society -- the lst.Lieuts-- are the 
shock troops, 

Now the visitor, having selected his victim, is ready to proceed with 
the dirty wotk. 

(Note: If this is at all embarrasing, just tear out this page & turn 
over to the part about all the Oolong they are drinking awfternoons at Langley. ) 

BUT (to continue) they dont come right out with it at first. Some of 
them let on that they are looking for information themselves or hope to steal a 
few little odds & ends around the field or some other perfedtly honest & straight- 
forward Purpose. And cthers, distinguishable by their costly clothes, let on 
that theyve got airplanes & the eté¢ to sell to the good old Govt. But its only 

a matter of time -- abt 15 minutes by the average clock.-- before the conversa- 
$s00 gets around to technickle matters & the visitor. has his chance to do his 
Stuff.- = = 

Visitor -- (Innocently), And what do, you think of the McSpinnach 

"Hoot-Owl"? 

Local Boy -- (Seeing It coming & wat ching his Bu) -- Well it seems 

to embody some progressive features and - 

Visitor -- (Letting thet one go & waiting for a better one a little ° . 

more on the outside) -- Well then what do you think of 
the Coagulated Aircraft companys “Hell-Diver",? 

Local Boy -~ (Knowing it has arrived but hoping for the best ) -- Well 

of course all designs Erne a series of compromises 
& in this case -- : 7 
Visitor -- (Pouncing on his meat) -- OH is zat so! Well let me tell . 
you what that ship done to Old Tail-Skid O'Halloran as 
good a boy as ever Burned up the Border. Hes getting out 
of this so-called Hell-Diver, see, and CRACK goes the --- 
--- step & Tail-Skid all but breaks his --- ---- Neck, 
Call that an Airplane? Gawd strike me Pink! 
Comes visitor #2 - : ae . 
Visitor #2 -- Of course you know how some of these unconventional 
European Metal monoplanes are falling down. Now take for 
instance this - now - Schieszgewehr “Heirat" + 

Local Boy -= (Getting careless) -- Why I thought the "Heiret" had it 

all over «< ‘ 

Visitor #2 -- WELL, thats all YOU know about it. All you people cw 

here think about is speed and climb and stuff like tht 
But what happened to this Heinie, Huh? What Heype va? 
Local Boy -- (Losing goat and about to be thrown for a Loss). +=‘: atl 
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_ standing in the fields and along the roads in every district. 











I'll bite. What happened? 
Visit or i ~- (Why this here German concern, the Schieszgewohr all- 
gemein gesellschaft fur luft zeugbau that built the 
“Heirat" has gone BROKE, thats what they Gone, - havent 
got a dime, 
‘Call That a Sicthant Sos your old man. 
And now comes Visitor #3 who has just this per diem dropped in en route back to 
Cornjug Field from a 2 day trip to Washington & pts East,& believe it or, not, 
stranger, this lad has the Low Down on all the High Ups. In fact, the Higher 
the Lower, And so, far into the night as the smoke gets thicker in the Hotel de 
Gink and everybody. has had a go at telling the biggest lie, this contestant rolls 
the following and Picks up the Money, Read it & weep- - 
V.#3 -- Well, as I was saying to some parties last night in Washingt on- 
(Note) On account ef the secret and confidential ‘nature of this. birds — 
mission he has evidently talked exclusively with Parties, mostly 
Big snes or even Certain Parties -- always under cover of night.) 
- and it seems that in regard to the 
promotion situation - ~- - 
' i» 2 = #£ « To saahoure the passage of. three hours, 
And in the meantime -- 

The ae from Kelly edge out mak ing’ some crack 
about having to get a ship out early in the morning; The O.D. winds up the alarm 
clock that the trusting but careful janitor has moored to the dresser with a 
chain big-enough to tow a Navy Seaplane; The Reserve officer on temporary duty 
remembers an article he is writing for his home town paper on Wald Tales of The 
Air and sneaks off to throw it all'away and start over -- 

The showers spatter, <a 
The 0.D, snores, dlenilies 
The alarm clock "ticks, 
Everything is Jake-at McCook, 
: PES aes le Me Trusting you are the same, i 
’ Yrs truly, 
Ed. 


---000--=- 
AIRSHIP HAS NO TERROR FOR KR, BP?/IN 


An interesting feature of a recent flight of the A’sch:* TC-5 from Langley 
Field, Va., to Lukehurst, N.J., was the spotting tn a forest just afewmiles _ j 
from Lakehurst of several herds of deer, When they heard the noise from the I 
motors of the aivship they separated and ran to all parts of “the woods. One bear oa 
was also seen, v..% instead of being frightened it stood up ou ivs hind legs and _ 
looked up bravely at the airship. 

The mission to Lakehurst was in the nature of a coastal’ patrol flight. The 
airship was under the command of 2nd Lieut. B.T. Starkey, with Warrant Officer — 

R.E, Lassiter as pilot, and carried a crew of five men. After a five-hour flight © 

up the coast the airship berthed at the Naval Station hangar at Lexehurst. Three | 
days later the return flicht to Langley Field was started and when the airship i 
was three hours on the way a thick fog was encountered which generally increased 
in intensity. Instead of following the direct course to Langley Field, where fog 
was especially hard, the ship took a course from Ocean City over Pocomoke Sound 
to New Point Comf ort, and thance over the coast of the Chesapeake Bay. The big 
silvered TC-5 finally arrived over Langley Field and came slowly and gracefully a 
down to the landing port 44 hours after leaving Lakehurst. In every section the 
airship passed over it was seen by the crew that rain had been plentiful and the 
entire country from Cape May to Toms River appeared to be flooded. Water was 


The crew of the TC-5 appreciate the kindness and services shown them ay the 
personnel of the Naval Station, and eagerly look forward to another _— to 


Lakehurst . 
---000-<- 


LARGE HANGAR UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT WRIGHT FIELD 


A new steel] hangar, 100 x 200 feet in size, large enough.to accommodate a 
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Martin Bomber, a Fokker or any other airplane (except the Barling Bomber) has been 
started at Wright Field. When it is completed it will no longer be necessary to 
move the big two-motored planes.sideways into a hangar but straight ahead. This | 
new hangar will be somewhat similar to the hangar completed a year ago at Widdle- 
town, and it will greatly facilitate the assembly of larger types of aircraft, 
Some of the material for this building will be obtained by the dismantling of old 
structures at- MeCook Field. 

---000-<= 


NO LANDINGS. AT . MCCOOK FIELD AFTER JUNE 30TH 


June 30th marks the last day government airplanes will be permitted to land 
at McCook Field. Visiting airplanes have practically ceased their visits to ilce 
Cook Field and are all coming to Wright Field. The flying section of licCook Field 
will be established at Wright Field in a few days and will occupy several of the 
hangars which have been vacated ‘by the 88th Squadron. 

---000--= 


WHAT Fate MARYLAND ‘NATIONAL GUARD AIRMEN ARE DOING 


The Netntons. unit, the 29th Divicien, Air Corps, is attached to the 29th Di- 
vision; composed of Maryland, Virginia and District of Columbia troops,’ dnd in 
the’ ‘emergency it would.take the field with these troops, Thus iiarylanders natur-— 
ally take intense interest in the welfare of this unit, which has a high reputa- ~ 
tion gained” by hard work and attention to duty on the. part of all ranks in the un: 

The unit is composed: of an:observation squadron, a phot ographic section and | 
a medical detachment. Its present strength is 23. officers. and. 80 enlisted men, 
Every Saturday afternoon at 2:30 P.M., it assembles in uniform and carries throug): 
a predetermined sehedule of training «- observation missions, such as artillery 
adjustment, reconnaissance, sketching, photographic and formation flying. Classes 
in engine maintenance and overhaul, airplane rigging, radio,. photography and arm- 
ament are arranged for the enlisted personnel, In addition, all ranks are given 
instruction in and fire the 45 calibre automatic pistol on the modern steel range 
at Logan Field. 

Ten airplanes are now assigned the- unit -- 1 Douglas 02-C, 2 Consolidated 
TW-3's and 7 Curtiss JN's. By September the unit will have received, in addition, 
3 Curtiss "Falcons" with Liberty engines,.and by the end of 1928 all of the ob- 
solete JN airplanes or "Jennies" will have been eliminated in favor of a new and 
modern type with much greater performance. 

Saturday afternoon flying is controlled by a schedule of ‘ogeves tens. Mem- 
bers of the unit may fly at any time, making cross-country flights limited to 
500 miles. The unit attends all the. nearby air meets and has /participated with 
success in formation flying contests.. 

This year, for the first time, the re goes” to the field as a self-contain- 
ed operating organization at Martinsburg, West Va., where. it will set up its ow 
camp, The people of Martinsburg have enthusiastically. welcomed “the idea of the 
Maryland unit going there and have planned extensive entertainment to make its 
stay pleasant. : 

---000--= 


SECRETARY DAVISON. VISITS CRISSY FIELD. . 


The Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Secretary of War in Charge of Aero- 
nautics, accompanied by Captain R.G. Erwin; Lieut. Lester J. Maitland; Sergeant 
Hooe; Mr. Porter Adams, President of the National Aeronautic Association, Mr. J.P, 
Brady, President of the Labor Bank of-:New York; and Mr. H.J. Adamson, Secretary 
to Mr. Davison, landed: at: €rissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., at 
1:00 P.M., May 30th ina Fokker Transport airplane, 

The air travelers were cordially. greeted by the Chief of Staff of the 9th 
Corps Area, ‘Colonel A.V.P. Anderson; Major Delos C. Emmons, Commanding Officer of 
Crissy Field, and a large contingent of Army officers and prominent civilians, » 

On June lst, Mr. Davison inspected the.buildings, barracks,hangars and de- 
partmental activities at Crissy Field, Early the following morning the Secretary 
and iis party enjoyed breakfast in the’Squadron Mess Hall before taking off at 
7:30 A.M,, en route to Salt Lake City. An escort of three 02's, commanded by 
Major a B. Clagett, ‘with Sergeants Kolinski and Woddruff, flying in formation 
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accompanied the flight for a distence of 150 miles. 
---000--- 


KZLLY FIELD FUTS ON LARGEST ASRIAL REVIEW 


The largest aerial review ever held at Kelly Field was staged on the morning 
of May 2Cth for Secretary of Var Davis, Assistant Seeretary of War Davison and 
General Patrick. Over 200 airplanes were in the review, which was led by General 
Fechet, the Air Brigade coming first, followed by the Bombardment Group, the Pur- 
suit Group and the Attack Group. Brvoks Field came next with 60 Pr-1's flying in 
five-ship formations, then Kelly Field, led by Major Roy S. Brown, with DH's and 
bombers. The Airship TC-10 from Scott Field followed up in the rear. It was 
quite a spectacle for the thousands of civilians who came out to the field to see 
it. 


---000--=- 
LONG PRACTICE FLIGHT IN A FRESE BALLOON 


Lieut. Paul Evert, pilot, and Lieut, R.R. Gillespie, aide, of Langley Field, 
Va., ascended in a 35,000 cubic foot free balloon on a training flight in prepar- 
atien for the National Balloon Race in which they were entered. For the first 
four hours they drifted slowly to the south southwest. At about five o'clock a 
fair easterly wind came up, and during the night they averaged about 20 miles per 
hour, flying at an average altitude of 1500 feet. The next morning, still travel- 
ing southwest and having accomplished their purpose, they landed at 9:30 o'clock, 
with’ some 300 pounds of sand ballast in reserve, at Marion, N.C. In the flight 
of 203 hours they covered a distance of 35C miles which is considered a good 
performance, 

--~000---= 


APMY BALLOON TEAM MAKES LANDING IN CEMETERY 


Ever once so often an incident occurs in the life of an airman which is 
calculated either to shake his nerve momentarily or arouse his sense of humor, 
Genending on how he is mentelly constituted. 

The NEWS LETTER Correspondent from Sc “yey Field, Belleville, Il1l., in his 
account of the flight of Ceptain William E. Kepner, " Army Air Corps, and his 
aide, Lieut. Wm.0. Eareckson, in the National Elimination Balloon Race, states 
that upon descending about one mile from the sea the aeronauts drifted into a 
cemetery, and finding everything favorable landed in front of a tombstone upon 
which was inscribed the epitaph "Rest: in Peace". 

Captain Kepner and Lieut. Eareckson will represent the Army Air Corps in the 
next International Balloon Race, which will be held at Denver, Colorado, on Sep- 
tember 1lOth next. These officers qualified in the Netional Elimination Balloon 
Race, which started at 5:00 P.M., May 30th at Akron, Ohio, The final check of 
the Race Committee gives third position to the Army Balloon S-19, Fifteen en- 
trants participated in this Race, The Scott Field pilots who traversed’ a dise 
tance given, officially as 595 miles, reported a most interesting flight, stating q 
that they took off from Akron at 5:45 P.M, and landed at Biddeford, Maine, at mid= 
night, May 3lst. Weather conditions were satisfactory for the greater part of 
the trip and everything pointed favorably for e record-breaking flight when the 
Atlantic Ocean interfered. 


es 


---000--= 


COLONE LINDBE RGE MAKES A BRIEF VISIT TO MITCHEL FIELD 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


The four minute visit of Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh to Mitchel Field on 
June 13th was a brief but dramatic chapter in the story of this plucky Anerican 
boy whose modesty and courage have made him a national hero, 

It was just two minutes before noon when the Cclonel touched the wheels of 
his Curtiss pursuit ship to the flying field and-it was two minutes after nocn 
when Captain Ira C. Eaker, Air Corps, had cleared the field in his Loering “& 
phibian, with Lindbergh as a passenger, headed for the harbor of New Tost sity 
where the official welcomers were waiting. 
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In the mowents of his visit Colonel Lindbersh, in the post Cedallac from 
which the top had been removed to afford the three thousand spectators o bettor 
view, passed in review and as the cer turned at the west sice of the field ana 
started toward the wai ting Amphibian the crowd broke through the lines and fol- 
lowed the racing car. 

To have attempted to check the streeming crowd would have meant disorder and 
unpleasantness, Almost simultaneously the order was given to the soldiers on duty 
to protect the spectators from the whirling propeller, and Chief of Police Abram 
Skidmore signaling his force of twenty Nassau County motorcycle policemen to nere- 
ly keep a runway open on the field, In a moment the entire crowd had collected 
around the plane and it was only necessary for Captain Baker to taxi a few hundred 
feet to have everyone bahind the plane and en open field from which to take off, 

Never before hed so enthusiastic a crowd visited Mitchel Ficld, They repre- 
sented the real Lindbergh fans who had come to the field on the possibility that 
he would land there, and they were not to be cheated of a close-up view of their 
hero, The fact that he was expected to land at Mitchel Field had been guarded 
with great secrecy lest a great crowd congregate and make both difficult and 
dangerous the landing of the pursuit shins, 

Not.one incident marred the spontaneous reception at Mitchel Field, and its 
successful conduct was due to the cooperation and understanding of each. other's 
problems which exists at all times between the civil and military authorities 
in Nassau County, 

Colonel Lindbergh visited the field the following morning, intending to fly 
back to Bolling Field in the pursuit shin in which he arrived, It was raining 
at Mitchel Field and en route, and a report was received that Bolling Field was 


partly under water, so the Coloxel, relunctantly, gave up the idea of getting 
away that day. 


me oe ee ee 


Since early in April Mitchel Field and its vicinity has been the center of 
flying events of nationel interest. On Avril 12th Bert Acosta and Clarence D,. 
Chamberlin completed fifty-one hours circling the three fields, and immediately 
thereafter the subject of a New York-~Paris flight became the daily topic. 

For a time interest was divided between the "Columbia" and the "Spirit of 
St. Louis", Then Commander Byrd landed at Roosevelt Field with the “America", 
and for a week there was keen but friendly rivalrv as to which plane would be 
the first to hop off for Paris. ; 

During all the preparations, scarcely a day passed that Mitchel Field failed 
to render some assistance to one, and sometimes all of the three conténders, Per- 
haps, because the requests were reasonable it wes possible to grant all of then, 
and it was a fixed policy to give instant and interested cooperation, © 

In each case only the wishes of the flyers and the safety and success of 
their enterprise was considered, Where three great sportsmen meet, such as Com- 
mander Byrd, Colonel Lindbergh end Mr. Chamberlin, and they are struggling to at» 
tain tne same objective, each is bound to have his own following. So far as the 
Air Corps at Mitchel Field was concerned, there was never a semblence of favorit- 
ism. The continued warm friendship of the three great flyers is proof of this. 

Unexpectedly, as he appears to do everything, Colonel Lindbergh hopped off 
first. It was his power of decision, his ability. as a flyer, and his plene and 
its motor which won him the coveted honor of making the: first non-stop New York- 
Paris flight. Interest in his flight had been progressive, When he landed at 
Curtiss Field from St; Louis he was practically unknowm, 

From "a fellow named Lindbergh" he became the man with a hundred nicknames. 
His unconscious ability to do the dramatic thing at the right moment caused the 
public to have an affectionate interest in this boy, whose modesty seemed to over 
shadow in the beginning his great ability and courage, 

With this background he crossed the Atlantic alone and landed in Paris, and 
while the applause for him and his feat rang around the World he met every situa- 
tion with the same friendly, direct manner which had made him popular at the 
Mineola flying fields, 

This, perhaps, is the explanation for a good part of the personnel at Mitch- 
el Field being on duty from Monday morning, June i3th, when he arrived from Wash 
ington in a Curtiss pursuit ship, until the following Friday morning when he left 
for St. Louis. 

He had a delightfully informal manner of skipping in and out of the Post an¢, 
if the newssof his arrival leaked out, a crowd depending in size on how much ade 
vance warning had been given, gathered at the field, An ordinary guess was good 
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for one to two thousand persons, and if eight or ten hours advance notice had 
been given a crowd of twenty- rive to fifty thousand could have been expected, 

Vi. sitors are always weicome at | litehel Field, but here a distinctly differe 

' “sseapte., These visitors were all insistent in getting within 

Soo .cee vs their hero end of following him end his plene out on the field, 
Only the most elaborate volice arrangements with-roped areas would have preventec 
confusion and possible injury. This was proven at Roosevelt Field on Thursday 
afternoon, where fifty thousand people gathered at a field reception to the Colo~ 
nel. Almost all of the Nassau County Policemen, their reserve division, and al- 
x, the cntire commissioned and erlisted perso ee. from Mitchel Field were re- 
quired to stem e stampede toward him when the official car appeared on the field, 
Only the fact that he entered Roosevelt Field from an unexpected direction by cut 
ting across Mitchel Field and the handling of the-situation by the police and mil- 
itary authorities with diplomacy and efficiency prevented the probable injury, by 
trampling of some of the spectators, 

It was that morning after en evening attending benefit performances in New 
York thet he dropped in at three AM. for a flight to Washington in an Amy Cure 
tiss pursuit ship, with Captain St.Clair Streett as-his escort. At eight o'clock 
the Colonel was back at the Field with his "Spirit of St,Lovis", and after a hasty 
breekfast was off to New York to chance from his evening clothes and to appear in 
a parade in his honor held by the citizens of Brooklyn. 

On his last morning in New York he was due at 2:00 A.M., at Mitchel Field, 
where he wes to spend the nicht and leave at seven for St, Louis, Instead, it was 
seven twenty wher he sweots through the gates with his escort of motorcycle policer 
men. 

He was gencrows in his apprecietion of what the Air Corps had tried to do for 
him locally and in Washington, as well as grateful for the gallant Pursuit Group, 
led by Major Thomas J, Lenphier, which brought him up from Bolling and was then 
waiting at Wilbur Wright Field to pick him up on the last leg of his flight. 

So delightful is the personality of this boyish Colonel that he retains the 
regard of even those whom he keeps waiting. For seventy-two hours the newspaper- 
men had been led a merry chase, but when he attempted to apologize to them in the 
hanzar, where they had been collected for a last New York interview, they would 
not hear him through, but abandoned the interview to shake his hand in farewell. 

The plane and the motor had been minutely gone over in the hangar, and when 
he arrived the motor had ever. been warmed up, A runway, three hundred feet wide 
and leading out on the flying field, hed been maintained, He had merely to taxi 
out of the hangar and dowm the runway. While the crowd closed in behind him he 
took off amid a michty cheer. His departure was accomplished so smoothly that, 
before the spectators realized it, he was gone. There was scarcely time for a 
second cheer bezore he was out of sight. 

AS Mitchel Field lost one erinageiagen guest and flyer it gained another. 
Governor Trumbuil, now generally known as the flying Governor cf Connecticut, 
with Major William F, Ladd of the Connecticut National Guard, witnessed Lindbergh’: 
take-off from the air and landed a moment later, The second cheer might well 
have been for Governor Trumbull, 

---000——— 


PROGRESS OF ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 


The present class at the Advenced Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, is 
progressing, nicely, having had little interference from bad weather. Basic flying 
was completed the first week in June, the class then proceeding to Galveston, Texas, 
for two weeks" prectice in aerial gunnery. The class now consists of 29 officers, 
13 cadets, 3 enlisted men, one U.S. Naval officer, one Norwegian officer and one 
Cuban cadet. 

The Special Observers Course siarted May 2nd with twelve Air Corps officers in 
attendance, The personnel of the class includes: Majors J.B, Fickel and Waiter h. 
Weaver, Captain William D. Wheeler, lst Lieuts. A.B.Ballard, Emil C, Kiel, acter. 
Finley, Henry H, Reiley, W.W.Weish, F.A.Johnson, W.K. hioran: end Lieuts, Gerais Ge 
Johnston and Rowlend Kieburtz. 


H 
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COL. LINDBERGH'S KEL! LY FIELD RECORD > MUCH IN DEMAND 


Kelly Field was proud to hear that one of its graduates, Charles A, Lindbergh, 
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was the first to make a non-stop flight from New York to Paris. Lindbergh grad- 
ueted from the Advanced Flying School on March 14, 1925, specializing in Pursuit, 
His old 201 (Personal) file wes brought out the day he completed his flight and 
certainly has been in use for a number of days efter that. Every newspaper in 
San Antonio, many magazines, etc., made requests for photographs end bis record 
while at this school, 
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SECOND OBSERVATION SQUADRON HANDY WITH THE PISTOL 


Only two of the 82 enlisted men assignéd to the 2nd Observation Squadron at 
Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P,I., failed to qualify in the annual pistol practice 
for the year 1927 recently held at that post, Most gratifying was the fact that 
62 men qualified as experts, Of the remaining 20 men 11 qualified as sharpshoote 
ers, 7 as marksmen and two failed to qualify. 

The unqualified enthusiasm and interest displayed by the men in the prelin- 
inary instruction and their individual attention to the minor as well as to the 
more important details was no doubt fired and maintained at a high pitch by a 
very interesting and instructive opening lecture on the subject of “Hold ‘en, 
Squeeze ‘em and Call ‘em", by Major W.D. Frazar, 59th Coast Artillery, Distinguis.. 
ed Pistol Shot and authority on the subject, The officers of the Squadron are due 
to complete the pistol course very soon and are very optimistic as to the outcoue 
of their determination to surpass the percentage atteinod by the enlisted men, 


m= "000 men 
WORK OF THE SAN ANTONIO AIR INTERMEDI AVE DEPOT 


A total of 38 airplanes and $3 engines were overia‘) ed and repaired by the 
Engineering Department of the San’ Antonio Air Intermedixis Depot, Duncan Field, 
Texas, as -ollows: Airplanes == 3 DH-4M-1, 3 DH-4M-1T, « DH-4hi-2, 1 DH-4il-2P, 

8 PT-1, 1 Fi-A, 1 Pl-B, 1 C-1, 2 C-1-C, 4 Douglas 02-C, ¥ Douglas 0-2, 1 PI-9, 
1 PW-9-A, 2 AT=-4, 4 NBS-1, 1 MB-2, 1 LB-5; Engines -~ 2:; Liberty, 18 Wright-E, 
3 Curtiss D-12, 

Ten Curtiss AT-4's were received at the Depot and ave being set up for deliv 
ery to Kelly Field for use in pursuit training at the Advanced Flying School. 
With the incessant demands for planes and engines-for sumer treining of the Rew 
serve and National Guard, and the immediate need of the v:w AT-4's on tho part oi 
the Advanced Flying School, the San Antonio Depot is certainly being kept con- 
stantly "on its toes", 
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19TH AIRSHIP COMPANY PUTS IN A GOOD DAY'S WORK 


With excellent weather conditions for flying, the 19th Airship Company, 
stationed at Langley Field, Va., established a new record on-June 2nd for a sing 
day in training with non-rigid airships at that stakion, The Airships TC-5 and 
TC-9 were in the air from 8:00 A.M, until 8:00 P.M., making fifteen flights for 
a total of about 23 aircraft hours and 170 man hours, The airships covered vare 
ious mission training flights over the Peninsula and especially over Hampton Roz ° 
where the airships stood by and circled over the Battle Fleet, giving the person’ 


on board an opportunity to see them, During the day a total of 94 different men 
were taken up on these flights, ¢ 


~=——0 00 =m 
MACHINE GUN AND BOMBING MATCHES AT LANGLEY FIELD 


The fourth annual competitive “Aerial Machine Gunaand Bombing Matches got 
under way at Langley Field, Hampton, Va,, on June 5th, the officials in charge 0 
the conduct of the matches being as follows: 

Executive Officer ...... . .. Major Lawrence S. Churchill, A.C. 

eAdjutant. . . «6 «6 «© 6 6 6 © « « © Gnd Lt, LF. Young, AAC. 

Supply Officer. ........ .. let Lt, Earl S. Schofield, A.C. 

Statistical Officer ........ 1stLt, H.W. Beaton, A.C, 

Assistant Statistical Officers, . . lst Lt. J.F. Eagan, Air Reserve; 

end Lt. B.T, Starkey,A.C.; and 2nd Lt. D.D .Fisher,A.C. 

Range Officer . . 1.4 + «s+ so « Capt. CoP. Clark, A.C. 
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nge Officer .- @ e e © e e @ Capte C.R Le Blake, Air R@Se 


- Asst. 
* bil i go oie Range . . « « « e » Capt. WH. Francisco, Air Res. 
Asst. 0.1.C.,50mbing Range. ... . 2nd Lt. K.W, Malone, A.C. 
O.1.C., Miachine Gun Range .... . lst Lt, L.S. Webster, A.C. 
Asst. 0,.1.C.,Machine Cun Range. . . 2nd Lt. L.C. Wilson, Air Res. 
Asst. 0.I1.C,,Machine Gun Range. , . end Lts, J.H.McKenny and D.H.Stuart, Res. 
0.2.C.,Attack Bombing Range... . lst Lt. W,K,..Andrewsy Air Res, 


Asst, 0.2.0. Attack Bombing Range . lst Lt. E.H. Holterman, Air Res. 
0.i.C.,Tow Target Range ..... . Ist Lt. L.5. Webster, A.C. 
Operations Officer. . ...... « Major J.iv. Jones, A.C. 


t Asst. Operations Officers ... . . 1st Lts., P, Melville and K.NWalker,A.C. 
e Armament Officer, ........ . 1st Lt. 5.0, CartérpA.Ce 
t Asst. Armament Officer .... .. 1st Lt. B.M, Morris, A.C. 
t= Engineering Officer ........ . ist Lt. J.R. Drun, A.C. 
Asst. Engineering Officer . .. . . lst Lt. J.R McReynolds, A.C. 
de Ordnance Officer. ....... .. Capt. C.F. Hofstetter, 0.). 


“ 


Asst. Ordnance Officer. . ... . . lst Lt. AgR. McConnell, A.C. 
Communications. . . .. «+ + «+ + « « Capt. A.V.Bliot, Signal Corps. 
Ground Observers. . ......«- « 2nd Lt,W.R.Wolfinbarger,A,C.;2nd Lt. 


ris). A.C.Komdat, Air Res.; Flying Cadet G.F. Stowell (2nd Lt, Air Res.); 
due Flying Cadet K, Roscoe (2r Lt. Air Res,);Staff Sgt.J.H.Craine,AC. 
oie Aerial Photographer ...... +. . lst Lt, Guy Kirksey,A.C. 


The: following contestants from the various...Air Corps stations, Marine Corps 


and National Guard stations reported at Langley Field for the Bombing and Machine 
Gun Matches; 


Langley Field,Va, Captains Willis H, Hale,Cecil.G,Sellers; 1st 
? Lts, E.M,Morris JK.N.Walker; 2nd Lts, Alva L. 
’ Harvey and Elmer J. Rogers, Jre 
France Field, Canal Zone Lieuts. Westside T,Larson,James E, Parker, 
Robert W. Douglas,Jr., Harold C, King, 
’ Robert .B, Williams, 
Selfridge Field, Mich, Capt, Hugh M, Elmendorf; Lts, Victor H. Strahn, 
al Wa.L.Cornelius, John J, Williams. 
Mitchel Field,L.I.,N.Y. Lieuts, N.R. Laughinghouse,0.L. Stephens, 
sl Joseph A. Wilson, Henry W. Darr. 
of Fort Crockett, Texas Lieuts, Louis M, Palmer,Earl C. Robbins, Mark. 
all D.S,Steenson and Howard M, Turner, 
Kelly Field, Texas Lis, Earle E, Partridge and Luther S, Smith. 
Bolling Field, D.C, Lis, Robt.L, Brookings and E.R, Quesada. 
Crissy Field, Calif. Lts, Walter G. Bryte,Jr. and Geo, E, Henry. 
Ft.Sam Houston,Texas Lts. Arthur Thomas and Harvey R, Ogden, 
Marshall Field, Kansas Lts, Cornelius E, O'Connor and Louis L. Bowen, 
Chanute Field, ee Lts. Bushrod Hoppin and Signa A, Gilkey, 
TE. Maxwell Field, Ala. Lts, Mervin E.Gfgess and Narcisse L, Cote, 
id U.S.Marine Corps, Quantico, Va, Major Cherles A, Lutz; Capts. Lewis M. Bourne, 
od Francis P, Mulcahy; Lts. D.E.Sanderson and 
ois George H. Towner, Ire 
0g"; Massachusetts National Guard Cept, Clarence E. Hodge, Lt. Robert A. Nagle, 
ons Missouri National Guard Capt. W.M.Robertson, Lt, J.W, Johannpeter, 
en Connecticut National Guard Lts, Earl W, Fleet and Arnold R, Ramussen, 
Tennessee National Guard Lts. Frank B. McConnel,Cornelius Anderson. 
Arkansas National Guard Lts. Joe T. Shumate and Garnett S. Caldwell, 
---000-—0 
: OPENING OF SAN FRANCISCO'S MUNICIPAL AIRPORT ' 
F 
0! The dedication and opening of San Fes neisco's Municipal Airport, known as 


Mills Field and located at Millbr ae, Calif., proved to be an auspicious event and 
was attended by many prominent persons in civil and military life., The Army and 

- Navy were well represent ed, Rockwell and Crissy Fields supplying, quotas, Among 
the Army personnel, the Corps Area was represented by Majors H.B,. Clagett and vJ.Y, 
Chisum and lst Lieut, Harold A. Moore, Those participating in the flights from 
Crissy Field were Captain W.C. Ocker, lst Lieuts, J.R. Glascock, F.D. Hackett, 


énd Lieuts . W.G, Bryte,Jr., G.E. Henry, Master. Sgt. CW. Kolinski and Staff Sot. 
P.L. Woodruff. 
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AIRSHIP TC-5 MAKES NIGHT NAVIGATION TRAINING. FLIGHT 


The Airship TC-5 from Langley Field, Va., recently madeca 13 hour non-stop 
night flight by use of the compass, the voyage being for the purpose of night 
navigation training and the testing of radio communication facilities, 

The airship left the hangar at Langley Field at 6300 P.M., passed over 
Washington at 8:45 P.M., Baltimore at 10:00 P.M., Wilmington, Del., at 10:45 P.M,, 
reaching Philadelphia at 11:00 P.M, After circling around Philadelphia for half 
an hour the TC-5 turned back to its home station, Due to a heavy head wind, the 
trip down from Philadelphia was delayed a little, the airship arriving at Langley 
Field at 7:30 A.M, the next morning. 

The TC-5 was equipped with radio, .and during the entire flight was in cone 
stant communication with the various stations along the route as well as in talke 
ing communication with the various radio fans and stetions. Lieut, RR. Gillespie, 
who commanded the airship, had with him Lieut, L.A, Skinner and Warrant Officer 
RE. Lassiter as ‘pilots; Staff Sgt. R.E. Quinn and Sgt. H. Camire as engineers 
and Corporal J, Kederis as radio operator. 
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REFUSES TO JUMP FROM DISABLED AIRPLANE WHILE OVER TOWN 


His propeller torn off, as well as the drift wires in the nose of his air- 
plane, Lieut. E.H, Bassett, an Air Corps Reserve officer on active duty at Langley 
Field, Va,, refused to “go over the sidé" with his parachute, because at that pare 
ticular moment he was directly over the town of Messick, ‘just across the river 
from Langley Field, and he was fearful of the dire consequences to the inhabie 
tants below were he to have permitted his ship to crash, 

Lieut. Bassett's first impulse was to jump but, on second thought, feeling 
of meray tiie end finding them still intact and the Ship not badly out of bale 
ance, he turned it around, headed into the wind and made a landing in a marsh. 

He rolled into a duck pond, but by that time had lost enough speed SO that the 
plane did not g@ over on its nose and, consequently, he suffered no injury. 

At the tame of the accident Lpeut Bassett was engaged in towing targets 
for the aerial gunnery matches being held at Langley Field. He was flying a DH 
equipped with a -superéharger. He had made one trip over the tow target range 
and started to go back, At that time he was approximatcly seven miles from Lang- 
ley Field. A knock suddenly developed in the motor, which steadily grew worse, 
Pulling off the course he waved to the man firing at the target that he was in 
trouble and was heading for home, A few moments later a loud explosion occurred 
in the nose of his airplane, and loose wires and parts came flying past hin. 

The ship became enveloped in smoke, presumably from burning oil. 

Examining his ship after landing, Lieut, Bassett found that the engine cranke 
shaft broke behind the first throw, tearing off the propeller and the drift wires 
in the nose of the plane and demaging the engine considerably, 

WE do amd 


FIRST PURSUIT GROUP MAKES RECORD FLIGHT TO WASHINGTON 


Twenty-one pursuit airplanes of the First Pursuit Group, under the command 
of Major Thomas G, Lanphier, departed from Selfridge Field at 2:00 P.M.,. June 9th 
for Washington,D.C., for the purpose of participating in the reception of Colonel 
Charles A; Lindbergh. At 5:50 P.M, the pursuiters were seen circling over the 
Capital City, the concerted loud hum of the 21 engines causing the populace to 
geze upward at the trim little craft changing from one formation to another and 
finally making a beo line for Bolling Field, 

This is the first time, it is believed, that : such a large number of planes 
have flown to Washington from Selfridge Field without a stop, and adds to the rece 
ords made by the First Pursuit Group to and from the Texas Maneuvers in May, It 
is just another demonstration of the reliability of aircraft when taken proper 
care of and when guided by the skillful hands of competent pilots, 

The twenty-one. pilots who participated in the flight to Washington were, in 
addition to Major Lanphier, ae Vincent B,. Dixon, Frank H. Pritchard, 1st 
Lieuts, Bt.Clair Street, Frank 0'D. Hunter, Laclair D, Schulze,J .Thad “Johnson, 
Louie C, Mallory, 2nd Lieuts. Kirtley J. Gregg, Clarence S, TI trvine, Lee Gehlbach, 
Charles H. Deerwester, Russell Keillor, Ernest H, Lawson, John.E, Bodle, Burton 
lM, Hovey, Jr., George G. Finch, and lst Lieut, Francis Cc. Crowley, 2nd Lieuts. 
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Jesse B. Stowe and Herbert V. Vanatte, Air Corps Reserve. 

The above airmen were joined at Bolling Field by the three other pursuit 
pilots who were attending the annual Machine Gun and Bombing Matches at Langley 
Field. All of these planes accompanied Col. Lindbergh on his flight to New York. 
The latter piloted an Army. P-1 on this flight, and before headixe for the great 
mptrene is thrilled spectators by his daring antic with the porsait ship. 

-.» During: the erecting in Washington the 24 planes, led by Major lenphiecr, 
plesaed: the populace with their exhibition of stunting and wartime maneuvers. 
at ee ‘ wih -~~000--— 


MAJOR DARGUE VISITS DETR 017 


‘Major testes A. Sencen., Air Corps, memeber of the recently concluded 
Good Will Flight from the United States to all of the countries in Central 
America; South America and numerous islands in the West Indies, arrived in 
Detroit June 14th on an airplane tour of the United States. 

A reception was given Major Dargue in Memorial Park, Detroit. ILicut.Victo 
H. Strahm, of Selfridze Field, assisted in the ceremonies, and three enlisted 
men of the 57th Service Squadron were transported to Detroit to look over and 
take care of Major Darzgue's plane. 

The Good Will Plight in the United States is being made in the Amphibian 
plane NEW YORK 2ND. Mr. Walter 0. Lochner, of Trenton, N.J., President of the 
National Association of Commercial Orcenization Secretaries, is accompanying 
Major Dargue, and their schedule calls for visits in 33 States. The Amhibian 
was escorted to Detroit by two pursuit planes from Selfridse Field, piloted by 
end its. Joseph G. Hopkins and Ford J. Lauer, Air Corps Roserve. 

-~-000--- 


VISUAL INSPECTION SYSTEM 


Lieut. Donald B. Phillips, Air Corps, on duty in the Inspection Division, 
Office Chief of Air Corps, recently renorted at Selfridge Field, Mich., for 
temporary duty in connection with the operation of the Visual Inspection Syste 
being installed at this station. This system is a new method of inspection of 
airplanes and materiel and is being established at all Air Corps Stations. 

Staff Sets. Benjamin J. King and Fred Sims, of the 99th Observation Squad~ 
ron, Air Corps, of Bolling Field, D.C., renorted at Selfridge Field in connec- 
tion with the installation of this system. 

The Visual Inspection System makes necessary the use of many new Air Corp: 
forms, and Staff Sets. King and Simms, who are familiar with these forms and ti: 
operation of the new system, are to act as instructors in the preparation of 
these forms. Classes of instruction in their use have been held in the Group 
Overations Office, the following officers of the First Pursuit Group being de- 
tailed as instructors: Lieut. Frank 0'D. Hunter, Operations Personnel; Lieut. 
Lachair D. Schilze, Crew Chiefs and other hangar personnel; end Lieut. Wn. H. 
Doolittle . Armament personnel; lst Lieut. Addison G. Person, Parachute Maintex.- 
ance personnel. 

~--000--- 


NIGHT FLYING AT SELFRIDGE FIELD 


Lights for night flying installed at Selfridge Field, Mich., consist of a 
net work of red lights around the edges of the field and a large carbon light 
with a very large lens which throws a beam of light across the field almost as 
bright as daylight. It is said that this light is of 400,000 candle-power. 
Located on the roof of Hangar 10 is a very powerful revolving searchlight and, 
it is believed, an aviator flying over Detroit on a clear night could easily 
observe this revolving beam. 

»These lights were modeled somewhat along the line of the lighting system 
the Air Mail Field at Cleveland, Ohio. Master Set. Horst W. Tittel and Mr. 
George E. Moyer, the post electrician, performed most of the work in connectic 
with the installation of the lights. 

Lieut. Frank O'D. Hunter recently made several night flights to test, the 
lighting system and had no difficulty in making perfect landings. 

~191- V-5689 A. 











HEROIC CONDUCT OF ATi CORPS OFFICER 


Seriously; injured, his lower limbs temporarily paralyzed, Lieut. Earl 5. 
Hoas, Army Air Corps, exhibited great courage and fortitude when he dived twice 
from his wrecked airplane into the icy water of Lac-la-Peche, Province of Quebec, 
Canada, in his endeavor to rescuc Captain McKee, Air Coross Reserve. The latter 
officer was piloting the airvlenc and was about to make a landing. Due, however, 
to the smoothness of the water and its hizh reflectinz pover, he was unable accu~ 
rately to locate the surface and, in landincs, the wlanc struck the water with 
considerable force. Captain McKee was catanulted from the plane and probably 
knocked unconscious, as ho sank immediately. Lieut. Hoaz was also thrown from 
the plane and seriously injurcd. He sustained laccrated wounds of the face and 
back and, in addition, a severe contusion to his syine which caused a temporary 

aralysis of his lower limbs. 

A rescue boat was put out from the bank about a mile and a half away. Lieut, 
Hoag was seen clinsing to the wreckage of the plane, tut Captain McKee was not 
seen. The occupants of the boat stated that when Lieut. Hoag twice released his 
hold uyon the wreckage and dived below the surface he remained under for a long 
time on each attempt and that upon their arrival at the scene they found him ex- 
hausted from loss of blood, exnosure in the icy water and his attempts to rescuc 
Captain McKee. They were amazed at his attempts to save his companion in spite 
of the fact that he had lost the use of his lower limbs 

The account of this accident was phoned Major Wood '§. Woolford, Medical 
Corps, on duty in the Medical Section, Office Chief of Air Corps, by Commander 
Wick, U.S. Navy, who attended Captain McKee's funeral at Pittsburgh recently. 
Commander Wick stated that he had obtained the account from others at the 
funeral. 

Lieut. Hoa;;, until recently, was on duty in the Training and Operations 
Division, Office Chief of Air Corps, Washington, He was cranted leave of ab-~ 
sence for several months vrior to joining his new station at March Field, Calif. 
and joined a party orcanized and financed by Captain Dalzell McKee, Air Corps 
Reserve, of Pittsburgh, Pa., for an airplane exploration trip. it is understooc. 
that Captain McKee fitted out three airslanes at his om expense, his party, be- 
sides. Lieut. Hoag, including Lieut. Tomlinson, on leave from the Navy, a Canadia: 
Air Officer, a photorrapher and a mechanic. The airnlanes were equipped with 
pontoons and were tc have started from Montreal about June 15th to travel north 
through Canada alone certain waterways up into the Arctic Circle photographing 
and making descrivtive notes of the country. 

From a point somewhere in the Arctic Circle it was planned to travel west 
to Port Barrow, Alaska, and thence south along: the Pacific Coast to Vancouver, 
thence east to the startins point - Montreal. About three months were to have 
been spent on this trip, and between ten and eleven thousand miles covered. 
Captain McKee had arranged with the Canadian Government for the spotting of sup- 
plies at selected bases by the first voats e0ing north after the rivers and 

lakes had become sufficiently clear of ice to permit navigation. 

The expedition has vrobably been adandoned on account of the unfortunate 
accident on June 9th, when eptain McKee lost his life. The headquarters of the 
expecition was at Lac-La-Peche, Province of Quebec, Canada, and the preliminary 
testing of the planes was being done there. 

-~-000--- 


GENERAL FECHET TO BE NEXT CHIEF OF AIR CORPS 


The President has anproved the recommendation of the Secretary of War for 
the appointm rent of Brigadier-General James BE. Fechet, Assistant to the Chief of 
Air Corps, to be Chief of Air Corns with the rank of Major-General, wpon the 
retirement of Major-General Mason M. Patrick, Chief of Air Corps, when he 
resanes the age of statutory retirement - 64 years = on Decepber 13, 1927. 

-~~-000--- 


Liu. FRANZ O'D. HUNTER ORDERED TO WASHINGTON 


First Lieut. Frank O'D. Eunter, Air Casts one of the best .known officers 
at Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., was recently ordered to duty in the 
Office of the Chief of Air Corps, Washington. Lieut. Hunter is -one of the 
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oldest officers in point of service with the First Pursuit Group, having come to 
Selfridge Field with the Group from Ellington Field, Houston, Texas, in 1922. 
Amone other duties, Lieut. Hunter was Commanding Officer of the 94th Pursuit 
Squadron and Operations Officer of the First Pursuit Group. He is probably bet- 
ter known for his duties as Operations Officer. : 

The name of Lieut. Hunter was associated with every major operation of the 
Group since his connection with it, including the successful flight of six pur- 
suit planes to the Pacific Coast in 1925, one of which was viloted by him, Bet- 
ter know, however, is the war record made by this fearless aviator. He is one 
of the few war time pilots remaining in the U.S. Army Air Corps credited with 
the destruction of five or more enemy airplanes. 

Lieut. Hunter is also knowa as a two-time member of the Caterpillar Club, 
having been forced to jump twice with his parachute from a disabled airplane. 
One of these junms occurred early in 1926 at Selfridge Field, when the pursuit 
aifplane he was piloting caurcht fire. During the small space of time Lieut. 
Hunter tricd to control the »lane his mustache was burned off. 

The First Pursuit Group regrets the departure of Lieut. Hunter, and all 
good “wishes go with him. 

---000--- 


FIZST PURSUIT GROUP FLIES TO BALLOON RACE 


During the National Elimination Balloon Race, held at Akron, Ohio, May 30th, 
at which time L& contestants sailed up into the air late in the afternoon, a 
squadron of airplanes from the First Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., was 
in attendance and added mch color to the meet. The squadron, under the command 
of Major Thomas G. Lanmnhier, gave an interesting exhibitioa of combat maneuvers 
and formation flying. 

Mr. Wade T. Van Orman, of Akron, Ohio; E.J. Hill, of Detroit, and Captain 
W.E. Kepner, of Scott Field, I1ll., were officially acclaimed the three best per- 
formers in the Race, they having covered distances of 718, 650 and 595 miles, 
respectively. These nilots will constitute the American teams in the Interna- 
tional Balloon Race to be held at Denver, Colorado, in September. Strong air 
currents, generally blowing eastward, carried the three winners to the coast of 
Maine. Several times they were in danger of being blown out to sea. 

The balloons were Limited to 35,000 cubic ft. cavacity. A dirigible from 
Scott Field was flown to the meet. 

Hon. Wm. P. McCracken, Secretary for Aeronautics, Denartment of Commerce, 
end Hon. Edward P. Warner, Assistant Secretary of the Navy in Charge of Aviation, 
were speakers during a banquet held in the Armory at Arron, Ohio, at the time of 
the meet. 

---000--~ 


WSST POINT GRADUATES TO BE DETAILED IN AIR CORPS 

The War Department construes the oyrovisions of the Air Corps Act, approved 
July 2, 1926, as vrecluding commissioning in the Air Corns, in time of peace, 
any person other than a qualified flyer. Consequently, none of the graduates 
of the United States Military Academy, Class of 1927, has been commissioned in 
the Air Corps, all having been assigned to the remaining six combatant branches. 
All those prospective graduates who expressed a desire to undergo the prescrib- 
ed physical examination for flying were given the examination at the Military 
Academy, and of those who qualified 58 have expressed a desire for detail in the 
Air Corps and will be so detailed at the time assignments to organizations and 
Staticns are announced. Their duties, final class standing, and branches in 
which commissioned are as follows: 








Final Class Branch in which 
Name Standing commissioned 

Hawkins, Donald C. 4 Corps of Engineers 
Naylor, Robert H. 6 Corps of Engineers 
McGregor, George V7. 15 Field Artillery 
Harrington, Charles A. 17 . Corps of Engineers 
Minter, Willian 4. 23 | Corps of Engineers 
Day, Frederick E. 27 Coast Artillery Corps 
Daly, Maurice F. 34 Field Artillery 
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Name Final Class Branch in which 
Standing Commissioned 





Kunesh, Fred WV. 35 ae 5 Signal Corps 

Peirce, George F. 38 Coast Artillery Corps 
Edwards, Parmer W. 42 ut 

Wilson, James 
Mechling, Edwerd P. 
Flock, Julius T.. 
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Franholm, Frederick A. 72 
Simonton, Semel J. 74 " 

Curtis, James D. 7é Coast Artillery Corps 
Lewis, Merk ZX, Jr. 85 Field Artillery 
Grover, Orrin L. 9& Coast Artillery Corps 
Cobb; Arthur L. 112 peeiey 
Schwab, John A. 114 Fiela Artillery 
former, Milton M. 117 
White, Rod G: 118 n 

Ganahl, Joseph, Jr. 12 " 
Usthegrove. Far R. 122 Infantry 
Deichelmann, Matthew K. 126 Coast Artillery Coros 
Schmidt, Ernest G. 133 Infaatry 
Phelan, Villian J. 137 u 

Hackman, David MN. 143 " 

Rose, Bernard C. 158 $ 

Kirby, John ¥. 162 a 
Loughborough, Devia $. 185 " 
Huggins, Marion 189 nl 

Funston, (ecole A ical 1390 " 

Smyly, Jemes W., Jr. 195 JM 

Harding, Nei 1 3. 197 " 

Easton, Robert L. 200 ut 

Thorve, Fred L. 202 a 

Eleaimey, William 3.F. 203 " 


Seed 


WAR DEPARTMENT ORDESS -AFFECTING ATi CONPS OFFICERS 





Changes of Station: ist Lieut. Donald G. Stitt from Post Field, Fort $ill, 
Oklahoma, to March Field, Calif., accomanying 23rd Photo Section, and to remair 
in command of that organization. Prior orders in his case revoked. 

Capt. .iosenham Beam, from Hors. Air Coros Training Center, Duncan Field, 
Texas, to March Field, Calif., for duty. 

Ist Lieut. Edwin Sullivan from Fort Crockett, Texas, to Advanced Flying 
School, Kelly Field, Texas, for duty. 


lst Lievt. Mark i. Woodward from Mass. Institute of Technology, Boston, 
Mass., to Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Md., for duty. 
lst Lieut. H.P. Reese from observation and treatment, Walter Reed General 
Hospital, to McCook Fiela, Dayton, Chio, a id 
lst Liout. Lloyd Barnett from Crissy Field, Calif., to Bimmingham, Ala., 
for duty as Instructor, ir Coros, labama Ae bionel Guard. 
Capt. .isa N. Duncan, from detail as Instructor, Alabama National Guard, 
Air Corps: Birmingham, Ala., to Langley Field, Va., for duty. 
ist Lieut. John A. Laird from Graduate School of Business Administration, 
Harverd University, to McCook Ticld, Deyton, 0., for duty in Office of Indus- 
trial Wer Plans Section. 
Major Earl §. Neicen from Army Wer College, Washinceton, to »ursuc course 
of instruction at Ecole de Guerre, beginnins avout November 1, 1927 
ist Licut. Carl W. Pyle from Fairficld Air Intermediate Denot to March 
Field, Calif., for duty. 
end Lieut. Thomas M. Lowe from Langley ate Va., to Brooks Field, Texas, 
accompanying 20th Photo Section. Former assignment to Kelly Ficld:- revoked. 
lst Licut. Frank 0'D. Hunter from Solfriaze Field, Mich., to Office Chief 
of Air. Corss, Washington. 
Major Archie WW. Barry from Cffice Chief of Air Coros, Washington, ee 
Field, Belleville, Ill. 
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lst Lieut, Silas C, Hyndshaw from Letterman General Hospital, San Prancisao. 
Calif,, to his home to await retirement, 

ist Licut. Scnnett E, Meyers from Hawaiian Department to Industrial War 
Plans Scction, Procurement District, Dayton, 0. 

ist Lieut. Guy H. Gale from Air Corps Technical School, Chanute Field, Ill. 
to Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

lst Lieut. Ulysses @. Jones from Air Corps Technical, Chanute Ficld, Iil., 
to Pope Ficld, Fort Bragg, N.C. 

end Licuts. jrchibald Y. Smith and Harold G. Peterson from duty as students 

at Air Corps Technical School, to Chanute Field for duty. 

Details to Air Corss: end Lievt. George V. Holloman, and 2nd Lieut.James 











§. Stowet:, In®antoy, to Brooks Field July 1st for primary flying: training. 
nelversa Tron Air Corps: lst Lieut. Terence J. Tully to 13th Infantry, 
Boston Harvor, hess. 
end Fizab. Paul B. Nelson to end Div., Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 


ry ny 


end Lieut. Harold &. Walker to 14th Cavalry, Fort Sheridan, Ill. 
Captain Howell R. Hanson to 17th Field Argillery, Fort Bragg, N.C. 
end Licut. Ray 8B. Floyd to 338th Infantry, Fort Sill, Okla. 
Ist Lieut. George T. Barnes to Normoyle Q.M. Intermediate Depot, Texas. 
lst Licut. Charles M. Acams, Jr. to 13th Infantry, Boston Harbor, Mass. 
end Lieut. John W. Homewood to l2th Infantry, Fort Washington, Md. 
promotions; Ist Lieut. Ray A. Dann to Ceotain, rank from June 15, 1927. 
end Lieut. twobert W. Douglass, Jr. to ist Lieut, rank from June 3, 1927. 
weserve Officers Ordered to Active duty for pone year J from July 1,1927: 
TO BOLLING FIELD 
Capt. Leslie Granger Mulzer, Columbus, Ohio. 
Capt. Robert Hamonston Ellis, Paterson, N.J. 
end Lieut. Julian Stanley Dexter, Boston, Mass. 
TO CRISSY FIELD, SAN RuANcISsco, CALIF. 
lst Lieut. Charles Glendower Ellicott, Santa Monica, Calif. 
lst Licut. Dear Farran, Los Angeles, Ualif. 
TO LANGLEY FIELD, VA.3 
Captain Charles Raymond Blake, Westerly, 2R.I. (Extension of previousdetail ! 








Captain Cecil Grey Sellers, Denver, Colo. . 
Ona Lieut. Leo Craven Wilson, Clayton, Ind. . 
end Lieut. Albert Carl Komdat. Cleveland, 0. a 


TO MAXWELL FIELD, MONTGOMSLY, ALA.? 
lst Lieut. Donald Dewey Arnolc, Suffalo, H.Y. 
lst Lieut. Harold Harvey Hunter, Indianapolis, Ind. 
TO FORT CROCKETT, TEXAS: 
end Lieut. Donald Wright Benner, Mays, Ind. 
end Lieut. Herbert Melvin Newstrom, San Antonio, Texas. 
end Lieut. Ivan Maurice Pa mer, ieee Texas. 
TO MARSHALL FIELD, FORT RILEY, KANSAS: 
end Lieut. Herbert Everett Rice, Granville, N.Y. 
end Lieut. Joseph Hampton Atkinson, Dallas, Texas. 
end Lieut. Homer C. Munson, Estherville, Iowa (extension of previous detal 
eod Lieut. Joseph H. Atkinson, Dallas, Texas. 
TO SHLFAIDSE FIELD, MT. CLEMENS, MICH.:; 
end Lieut. Leo Katzman, Detroit, Mich. 
end Licut. Herbert Vernon Vanatta, Buffalo, Wyo. de eigioete previous detai. 
end Lieut. Robert Leonard Schoenlein, St. Louis, Mo. i 
lst Licut. John Franklin Egan, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
end Licut. Joseoh Gerard Hopkins, Brookiyn, W.Y. 
ond Lieut. Jesse Beecher Stowe, Sacramento, Calif. 
TO MITCHEL FIELD, WE YORK: 
2nd Lieut. Budd John Peaslee, Salinas, Calif. 
end Licut. Franklin Calhoun Wolfe, Houston, Texas. 
end Lieut. Ford J. Lauer, Ligonier, Ind. (Extension of former duty at 
Selfridge Field, Mich.) 
lst Lieut. Fay Oliver Dice, Fast St. Louis, Ill. 
TO FORT SAM EOUSTON, TEXAS; , 
end Lieut. Lawrence Henry Douthit, Roscoe, Texas {extension of former de- 
tail at Chanute Field, I11.) 
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TO BROOKS FIELD, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS FOR DUTY: 
end Lieut. Robert Richardson Bllis, Warren, Ohio. 
For course of instruction at Primary Flyin School: 
end Lieut. Jonn liichard Krick, Danville, Ind. 
end Lieut. Louis Everette Wetherhold, Princeton, Ill. 
end Lieut. John Philip. Burkhart, re San Francisco, Celif, 
end Lieut. Lawrence John Chiappino, San Jose, Calif. 
end Lieut. Howard B. Cock, Tustin, bey 
end Lieut. Duane Monroe Covington, Seattle, Wash. 
end Licut. George Martin Dixon, Berkeley, Calif. 


end Licut. Louis EFowerd Enos, San Francisco, Calif. 
end Lieut. Wilbur Mead Hayes, Berkeley, Calif. 
2nd Lieut. John Reede Jacques, Berkeley, Calif. 


end Lieut. Archibald Marison Mucl, Jr., Sacramento, Calif. 
end Licut. Reaymone Charles Olsen, Oaklan Calif. 
end Lieut. Garcner Lawton von der Licth, San Francisco, Calif. 


~==Q00——— 
AERIAL HAVIGATION CONFERENCE TO BE EELD IN aOMs 


The Military Attache of the Italian Embassy, Weshin: ton, advises that dur- 
ing the first days of October next there will be held in Rome, Italy, "The 
International Congress of Aerial Navigation" under the Presidency of H.R.H. the 
Duca de Le uslie. 


~<-000=~< 
HAWAIIAN FLIGHT AUTHORIZED 


Authorization for Lieuts. Lester J. Maitlané and Albert F. Herenberger of 
the Army Air Corns to attempt. the 2,407-mile aL ignt from California to Hawaii was 
civen Fune e4th by Sec orctary of Var Dvight F. Devis, followins a conference with 
Assistan Secretary of War, F, Trubee Davison, in charge of Army -\ir Corps 
activities. 

Secretary Tavis sanctioned the flight on learnin™ that the various tests, 
conducted oy the two »nilots since their arrival at San Diego last week aboard 
the three motored Army transvort in which they are to make the flight, have been 


declareca satisfacior 
Major-General a M. Patr Chief of Air Coros, left for San Franisco 
June 25rd and, woon his arrival ian will make « final check-un on the tests 


é 
whica mainly deal with »roblems of anvietian: Thesc havine been conducted, the 
huge monoplane will be ready to take off as soon as weather conditions permit. 
The flicht will orobadl: be started from the airnort near Oakland, where a rua- 
way is now beins constructed. 

Care will be taken to avoid any rush in preparetions for the flight. The 
Army, While eager to briadze the 2,407 mile cap by vlane, is not approaching the 
project from the ansle of a desire to have an Arny plane the first to make whe 
California-Hawaii flight. Furthermore, the Army is not attempting to compete 
with civilian airmen who are y:lannins to fly from California to Hawaii. Under 
no circumstances will the tivo aviators selected for this flight be permitted to 
accept any prize money or other awards effered for trans-Pacific flights by 


aviation enthusiasts. 
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NOTES PROM ATR CORPS FIELDS 


san_Anton..o Air Invermiediate Devos, Di Duncen Field, Texas, June 15. 

The Depot welcoucd its new Comuanding Officer on june znd, when Lieut.-Col. 
James A. Mars, Air Corps, assumed commend, coming to us from Scott Field. He had 
been on leeve of absence in Washington and made the trip here by euto, Mrs, Mars 
will join him in the near future, and their son, James, who is a sophomore at 
Harvard, will also be with them soon, 

Capt. F.N, Shuuaker, A.C., Instructor with the Colorado National Guard, ar- 
rived here May 26th in a DH-4M-2 for the purpose of changing the engine. He left 
with Lieut. Kearns, Reserve, for Fort Bliss. 

Lieut, Chapman, Chief Inspector of the Depot, flew to Fort Crockett, May 26th 
to inspect a Bomber at that station, 

Lieuts. Vandenberg and McGinley, of Fort Crockett, were visitors here on 
May 26th. 

Lieut, Frank B. Tyndall, Air Corps Insnector at the Huff-Daland Plant at 
Bristol, Pa., ferried an AT- A to this Depot, May 30th, returning by rail. 

Lieut, Joseph L. Stromme, of the Ficld. Service Section at Fairfield, Ohio, 
ferried an AT-4 plane from Mitchel Field to this Depot, arriving June athe ile "was 
on temporary duty for conference with Headquarters Air Corps Training Center un- 
til June 10th, when he returned to his home station, While in this vicinity 
Lieut. Stromme was a visitor at the Depot for several informal and helpful dise 
cussions on supply and raintenance subjects, 

Lieut. Newton Longfellow, of Mitchel Field, visited this Depot, June 4th, 
ferrying an AT=4, and returned by rail. 

Lieut. Stanton T. Smith, on duty at the Little Rock Air Intermediate ‘Depot, 
visited here via air, June Lith and returned on the 13th, 

Lieut. Ignico, our Depot Supply Officer, left for Fort Bliss, June 13th to 
inspect certain ballodn winches at Camp Boyd, 

Orders were issued for Captain L.5, Massie, Quartermaster Corps, now on duty 
at Fort Ringgold, Texas, to relieve Ceptcin 0 ns spon ne Quartermaster Corps, 
who has been with us now for some four years as Quartermaster. The change is to 
take effect about August lst, and Captain Lengtry is slated for duty as Assistant 
to the Quartermaster: at Fort Leavenworth. 

Needed miscellaneous work around this station is progressing at a steady pace. 
The new set of quarters for the Commanding Officer is about completed, The main 
warehouse building, and warehouse hangars 12, 13, 14, 16 and 17 of the Depot Sup- 
ply Department, also hangars 1 to 12 and the test and storage hangars of the Ene» 
gineering Department have all been newly painted, the appearance of the post being 
greatly improved thereby. The new drainage system, covering the entire area withe 
in the Engineering Department and the flying field, is rapidly nearing completion, 
The gravel-surfacederoad in rear of the Engineering Department leading to the 
main road has been scarified, graveled and rolled, ready for topping with Uvalde 
rock asphalt, which will te commenced very soon. 

Our civilian athletics have been taking an upward tftend with the activities 
of the lusty Dunean Field baseball nine, the "Tigers", under the management of 
Lieut, Thomas H. Chapman, assisted by C.0. Wetherell, with Julius Glau as Captain. 
They now stand second in the locai Saturday League, with a record of five ganes 
won and two lost, and will continue full of menace to rival teams in this vicinity, 
both military and civilian, 











Scott Field, Belleville, I11., June 14, 





Lieut. Lawrence F,. Lawson flew the TF airship from McCook Field to Scott 
Field on May 27th, This ship, which is the smell training type, will be used for 
preliminary instruction work for students in the’ Air Corps Balloon and Airstin 
School, 

Trials on the TE landing wheels are proving the success of this icea, and it 
is believed that further trials will SHORE HES determine what is necessary for 
the larger type airship. 

One new TC airship has been erected and has just completed the first 15 
hours of test flights. It is expected that another TC will be erected within 
the next week or ten days, which will give us two new TC ships on the fisid 


The RS-1 inade some of its speed tests on June llth, and 9 very scnsidersble 
amount of important data was obtained as a resuki. Fustnor tests will be cor jucte 


ed in the near future based on information gained from the tests juct ria off, 
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All preparations are made for the recention of the McCook Field Engineering 
Class, and an interesting end instructive program has been arranged for their 


benefit. 
Vnverivartelr, tre werther comtinues to be very bad and it is impossible to 
gce in the esaount of flying desired, 


Wright Field, Fairfield, Ohio, June 3, 
With the increased funds mace evailable until the close of the fiscal year, 
the repair shops have been as busy as a hive of becs, Captain Edward Laughlin 
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sisted by Lieuts, Milo McCune, Harold L, Clark, Melvin B, Acp, 
Lt. Dunlap and Francis B, Cheatle. A large variety of airplanes are being re- 
paired; steel lanting gears for the DeHaviland planes are being built, and PT-1 
airplanes are being rapidly assembled. Another job of a somewhat different 
neture is the construction of Crew Chief's Stancs, to be shipped to those fields 
where the new Visual Inspection System is being installed. 

Since the departure of the 8th Squadron, there are only a few enlisted men 
left, The 7th Photo Section left for Marshall Field on June 2nd, and the lighter- 
then-air detachment has. gone to Scott Field. 

A unique party in the form of a Treasure Hunt was given on Friday eveninc, 
liey 27, by Major end Mrs, A.W. Robins, and Lieut. end Mrs. Rey A. Dunn, to ail 
members of the station. Invitations were issued in a very mysterious manner, 
and no one knew just who was responsible for the varty. The treasure was finally 
located hidden near the fountain at the vost swimming pool, by Lieut. and Mrs. 
Frierson and Captain and Mrs. Blair. Many miles were covered by the tore ambi- 
tious of the hunters, who were paired off in cars which took them on quite a 
sight-seeing tour. A ved lantern hung outside the quarters of Major Robins gave 
the signal for the finish of the hunt, anc the weary travelers, covered with dust 
and despair, made up for their tedious searching by devouring many hot dogs and 
Budwweiser, 

The Amphibian, "New York", which was flown around South America on the Pane 
fmerican Flight, has just been overhculed at the repair shops and was florm on 
June 2nd from Fairfield to Syracuse by Lieut, £.C, Whitehead for delivery to 
Major Dargue for use on his good will tour of various States. 

As soon as the Field Service Section moves to the new Wright Field, the en=_ 
gineering office, with Captain Laughlin in charge, will be moved into the Field 
Service Section building, The instrument room (Mr. RL. Anlbrand in charge) 
will occupy the building formerly used as the engineering office, 

Several officers attended the automobile races:at Indienapolis on May 30, 
among them being General William E. Gillmore, Captain Edward Laughlin, Lieuts,. 
Ray A. Dunn, L.H, Dunlap, C.W. O'Connor and Barney M, Giles. 

General James E, Fechet made a brief visit at Wright Field on May 25, On 
the following day, seven bombers, en route to Langley Field, stopped here for a 
short time. 

Lieut, Ward F, Robinson, from Pope Field, N.C., arrived on May 13, to ferry 
a PI-l from Wright Field to Maxwell Field, Alabama, 

Lieut. F.E, Cheatle returned from the flooded area of the lower Mississippi 
where he spent some time in assisting the Mississippi River Flood Commission. 


A dance was given at the Post Gymnasium on June 3, being sponsored by the 


Officers" Club, the American Legion, end the Wilbur Wright Welfare Association. 


Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, May 23. 





With the conclusion of the combined air and ground maneuvers, which took 
place about San Antonio, Kelly Field has settled back to its normal activity, 
The lst Pursuit Group from Selfridge Field, with 30 pursuit ships, made Kelly 
Field its airdrome during the maneuvers, With these ships end some 50 or 60 
planes from Kelly in the air in the mornings, every bit of the ozone in these 
parts was taken up. 

Through the courtesy of the Famous PlayerseLasky Corporation, the entire 
officer and cniisted personnel was given an opportunity to see the motion pic- 
ture "Wings", at the Texas Theater, It certainly is a great picture and many 
familiar faces were seen, as many of the pilots from Kelly, Brooks, and Selfridge 
Fields were instrumental in making the picture a success, It certainly brought 
back memories of cadet deys and the late war, 

Major Andrews, the Commandant, under orders to attend the Air Corps Tactical 
School in September, is to depert shortly on leave prior to reporting to Langley 
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Field, With the departure of Major Andrews, Kelly Field loses one of its ablest 
leaders, e« thorough gentlemén, and an excellent Commanding Officer, He is one 
of our most active pilots, and will fly any time or place with the best of theme 
He has been responsible for building the Air Corps Advanced Flying School up to 
the high standard which it now enjoys. It is the wish of everyone at Kelly 
to have again the pleasure of serving under his command, 

Ceptein Fred L. Eglin wes appointed Adjutant, vice Lieut, John B, Patrick, 
relieved, Captain Eglin has proved his efficiency -- he keeps a box of good 
cigars in his desk drewcr for issue (when he is not in). 

Major Roy S, Brown is leaving soon for temporary duty at Chanute Field, 
thence to the Tactical School for the next year's course. Everyone egrets 
his leaving, 

The instructors! course which starts at Dunenn Field about July lst will 
be the largest ever held and will constitute all the officers who are to be in» 
structors at March, Brooks and Kelly Fields when the new approved method of train: 
ing goes into effect. 

March Field is a popular place with all the pilots at Kelly, as practically 
all officers here have requested transfer or asked that their names be put on the 
list to go. If all requests are granted, the Air Corps will have to lock the 
gates of Kelly as the last man leaves, It's that old California sunshine, Los 
Angeles, Hollywood and Mack Sennet that the boys are thinking of. 

Lieut, Harper (in command) and Lieut, Patrick were scheduled to leave about 
June 15th for March Field with the 70th Service Squadron. : 

Captain W.E, Lynd recently returned from leave spent in southern Texas, in~ 
specting the oil fields of that district, Why the inspection we do not know. 
Perhaps in view of organizing an oil corporation. 

Despite the fact that there were « few days of bad flying weather, Kelly 
Field was able to fly 3,310,105 aircraft hours, with a total of 4,781,40 man 
houns during the month of May. A total of 207 cross-country trips were made. “ 

With the departure of the ontire class for Galveston for two weeks of aeria: 
gunnery, it will be-rather quiet around Kelly during this time, Captain B.5. 
Wright was designated as Comaanding Officer of the Gunnery Expedition. 

With a good many of the officers taking the instructors! course, 15 or so 
going to Galveston, and a few to March Field, jobs around the Field are being 
doubled up and the boys are sure putting out. 

Lieut. Raney, our photographic officer, has been in Mississippi taking 
pictures of the flood and working in connection with the Flood Relief, 

Captain A,3. McDaniel left with the Amphibian "San Antonio", for Washington 
by way of Dayton. After Captain McDaniel renders his report to the Chief of Air 
Corps he is to take a month's leave before he gets back to the “hard grind" at 
Kelly. 





Camp Nichols, Rizal, P.I., May 6. 


Flight "BY 2nd Observetion Squedron: During the month, the Flight, in ade 
dition to the regular Camm and Garrison duties, completed the preliminary and 
record pistol practice, resulting in the following qualifications: 





Pistol Expert 14 Pistol Sharpshooter 6 
Pistol Marksman Unqualified 1 
Total pumber of men .firing the .courpes + +. .¢66 o+sde enepe e-% ehoeneae 
Fe ee ae ee re ae ere ee re ee ) 
Total strength of the Flight Senne Cthue eh 


’ prateaae Charles H, McKnight had the ‘honor ‘of high score for the Flight-- 
94.1%, 

The Flight suffered the loss of the following named enlisted personnel on 
the recent sailing of the transport "THOMAS" from Manila; Corporal Edgar J, Cald- 
well, Privates Raymond Sainthill,Carl E, Watkins, Arthur J, Wenzlick,and William 
F, Luck. The members of the Flight wish these men all success upon their are 
rival in the homeland, 

The Flight is in possession of a few members who are but slightly affected 
by the tropical sunshine, as viewed by the following narrative, namely: Pvts. 
Ernest F, Schwab, Rose, Wilson and Dunne, aroused themsepves the other morning 
from their little white horse (G.I. Bunk) and, to the astonishment of all, mene 
tioned a "Short cross-country hike" to Antipolo, Rizal, P.I, This agreed. oF, 
they took off from the field at 8:30 A.M. and arrived at Antipolo, 1:15 P.M, 
Stayed in Antipolo for dinner; left Antipolo for Camp Nichols at 2: Lo: Pde, are 
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riwing home at 9:15 P.M. seme date, total distance covered 56 kilometers. Infane 

try troops ‘take notices And in the way of a hike we claim this as a record for 

the field, Equipment carried was -=- Pistol Belt with Canteen, filled with water, 

and rations for two meals, The next hike is planned for Baguio, Mountain Province, 
lst Lieut. Hugh A. Bivins is enjoying thirty days’ Detached Service, at 

Camp John Hay, Mt. Province, 

The Flight was sadly handicapped by the loss of our Comme mding Officer, Cap- 
tain D.B, Howard, who ass sumed command of the Post during the temporary absence 
of Major Howard, 

Sixth Photo Section: Orranization Day was celebrated by this organization 
April lst, by soing to Sibul Springs for the day, Plenty of “Liberty Beer" and 
“Eats" were taken along, and a good time was had by all. 

Mstr, Sgt. Rhodes and Staff Sgt. Hall returned to duty from their furloughs 
of two months’ duration, both stating they had a good time, 

Headguarters, 4th Composite Group: The last thirty days were very busy 
ones in this organization, The record firing of the pistol course was completed 
and quite a few new experts were added to our list. 

Another chance of Organization Commanders took place, lst Lieut, Thomas be- 
ing relieved and the command taken over by lst Lieut, Kase, 

With the departure on the Transvort of "Geniel" Jimmy Smith, Pittsburgh 
Slease and Gordon, the Assistant Chaplain, the last of our sunshiners will be 
gone, Their places in the organization will be hard to fill. However, we have 
ten. new victims to initiate in the joys-of soldiering in the Islands, 

28th Bombardment Souadron; The “THOMAS" brought us some new men, including 
Sgt. Menis as replacement for Sgt. Norris, who is due to return to the United 
States. .No doubt Sgt. Norris is already lined up for the job of “slinging" the 
Boston Baked and the sour pickles, It is rumored that he is one of our best Air 
Corps Mess Sergeants, 

' Lieut, Beau, attached to the Squadron, is in the Sternberg General Hospital. 
We all hope for his speedy recovery. 

The Squadron has been involved in much flying during the past five months, 
Several cross-country flights were made in connection with our regular routine 
flying and the Squadron is still maintaining a high average of flying hours. 

Sixty-sixth Service Squadron: Lieut. Martenstein was on detached service 
at Baguio for the past month, Lieut. Webster carrying on as Station Supply Of- 
ficer during his absence, 

The +wo D.H.'s assigned to the Squadron were trensferred to Station Reserve, 
leaving this outfit without any planes, © 

The U.S.A.T. "THOMAS" arrived with a large number of pas ssengers, carrying 
replacements for Staff Sets,McCollom, Gorse, Sgts, Paul T. Smith and Rothstein, 
Sgts. Morton, Parton and Brooks are returning to the United States for discharge. 

Master Sgt, Pulliam, who completed his two year hitch of foreign service, 
will return to the United States on the transport " SOMME", 














Clark Field, Camp stotsenbure, P.I.: 

Liesuts, Finn and Wolfe and families returned from detached service at Baguio, 
They reported a very enjoyable vacation, Lieut, and Mrs, Crawford departed for 
Baguio, The good ship "THOMAS" carried Lieut, Julian B, Hadden as passenger to 
Japan, where he expects to visit all points of interest, ; 

The rainy season seems to have started early this year. For the past month 
we have enjoyed daily showers, The hot season is very trying, and rain at this 
time is very enjoyable. Later Y the rain will become monotonous, 

Lieuts. Mchiullen and K.B. Wolfe accompanied Flight "B", Second Observation 
Squedron, on a cross-country flight to Aparri et the northern end of the Island. 
This is one of the most scenic flights in the islands, 

All pilots are becoming very proficient in gunnery and bombing, Some very 
good scores were set up, It is hoped that Record Firing will produce very 
satisfactory results. , 

This Squadron put in a total of 100 flying hours in April. The training 
schedule was completed with the exception of Record Firing and Bombing, This. 
will be completed by the 15th of June. 





Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P.I.: 

The 2nd’ Observation Squadron will suffer two commissioned losses on the dee 
parture May 3rd of the "THOMAS", the old war horse of the transport service, The 
first is Lieut, Lucas V, Beau, who, because of illness, was ordered to the Fitz- 
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simmons Generel Hospital, Denver, Colo. By this we suffer the loss of an officer 
who has not only demonstrated his ability as an Engineering Officer but has also 
éarned the respect and admiration of both officers and men alike, Vic's place 
will be a hard one to fill, and it is the earnest hope of the personnel of Kind~ 
My Feld tlav his recovery will be prompt and complete, 

Numerous projects are under way at present, all of which should be complet- 
ed before the rainy season sets in, Chief among these is the installation of a 
lighting system for night flying, painting the hangars, repairing tho north 
hangars and launching track and painting all quarters and barracks, 

The Post was considerably stirred uo recently over the noneappearance of 
our rescue launch "Osprey", which had gone out in search of the Squadron fishe 
ing boat, It shoved off about 6 P.M. with Sgts. Hoffman, Apple and Ferrell on 
board, and was to be gone about four hours, The small boat returned 0.K,, re= 
porting thet it had not seen the Osprey. Fortunately it was a clear, calm night, 
so that even with a dead motor the most hardship that the crew:could have suffered 
was anxiety and worry while drifting about. At midnight all arrangements were 
made for three planes to take off at the erack of dawn and search for the launch, 
This was done and at 5:30 A.M, the missing boat wasclocated beyénd Monja Light, 
about 25 miles to sea, . One plane was kept circling about it until 9:40 A.M, at 
which time the mine planter "Harrison" which had been ordered out by the Céamande 
ing General, Fort Mills, pulled elongside and took off.the crew of the helpless 
craft, According to their reports, they had found little use for sleep “while 
drifting about in the China Sea", 

The "THOMAS" will take from our ranks our Radio Wizard, Sgt. Sweeney, and 
five privates, all returning to the homeland for discharge per expiration term 
of service, 

Over the week end of April 23rd, the Post Officers had their first “at 
home" party, Some 18 or 20 guests from Camp Nichols came over as our’ guests: 
and spent an enjoyable time playing golf, tennis, bridge and swimming, in ade 
dition to participating plent fully of food and. drink at the buffet dinner Sat= 
urday night, and the Dutch supper on Sunday night. All guests departed Monday 
morning, singing praises about their hospitable reception. 


Langley Field, Hampton, Vas, June 7th. 





20th Observation Squadron: Lieut. E.J. Rogers and Sergeant 5.C. Howe re- 
cently escaped a ducking in Chesapeake Bay when the crankshaft of their motor 
broke while on an observation mission with Fort Monroe. ‘Fortunately, this mise 
hap occurred while the ship wes still over the battery tuning in the radio, 

With but 800 feet in which to maneuver Lieut. Rogers, nevertheless, managed to 
land in a small ploughed field behind the Fort. Examination of the motor ree 
vealed a broken crankshaft on #6 connecting rod throw and a badly shattered 
crankcase, Lieut, Rogers received the commendation of his Squadron Commander, 
Lieut, Webster, for his skill in saving the ship under such adverse circumstances, 
o9th Service Squadron; The Squadron heard, with deep sorrow, of the death © 
of two of its members, Staff Sergeant Clifford Glenn and Corporal Melvin Andrews, 
as the result of an airplane accident on May 29th at Augusta, Gas 

Captain James F, Doherty was assigned and assumed command of the Squadron 
on June 2nd, Lieut, William A. Hayward, who was with the Squadron since June, 
1922, and Squadron Commander for more than three years, was ordered to the Air 
Corps Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas, The entire Squadron extends 
to Lieut, Hayward its best wishes, knowing: that he is as reluctant to go as the 
Squadron is to lose hin, 

Second Photo Section: Private Frederic Heinye,- formerky Technical acid 
of the 7th Photo Section, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, joined this organization 
by transfer from the 3rd Photo Section, Bolling Field. Private Heinye spent baad 
past seven months in 1 the employ of a civilian concern engaged” in aerial : 
photography, 

238th Service Squadron; Lieut, John R. Drum, accompanied by Staff Sergeant 
Russell of the Parachute Department, left here recently on a ¢ross=country flight 
to Fairfield, Ohio. Lieut, Drumm was recently appointed Parachute Officer of 
Langley Ficld, and this flight was made in connection with his duties,’ 
19th Airship Company: Some very accurate bombing was cone in practice by 
pilots of this organization, it being a regular ‘thing to drop nine practice 
bombs out of ten inside of a 200-foot diameter circle at an altitude of 3,000 
feet and at a cruising speed of 40 miles an hour. The scores would be 950. and 
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975 points out of a possible thousand, The 30-foot diameter markCf was hit on 
seyoral occesions. . ; : es He 

The bewiing season officially opened this month. In preparation for this, 
our company deck, which is less than 200 yards from the barracks, was repaired 
and placed in first-class condition. A new springboard is ready to be installed 
and ea floret is being placed in front of the dock. A tent shelter was erected on 
the sancy beach, end it is expected tnat this beach will beccme even.more polular 
than it has been in the past. There is 2f feet of water at the end of the dock, 
which makes it ideal for diving. The beach has been policed and everything is 
ready now for the organizaiions' amusement, 





Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., June 9, 


Major Henry B, Clagett, Air Officer, Ninth Corps Area, accompanied by Master 
Sergeant Chester W. Kolinski, in a Douglas 0-2 plane, visited Clover, Griffith 
Park, March and Rockwell Fields in the sovthland dvring the past weeks On May 
30th they escorted the flight-of Assistant Secretary of “War Davison and his party 
from Rockwell Field to this station. 

On May 17th this ficld was honored by a visit from Brigadier~General Willian 
E. Gillmore, Air Corps, who inspected the post and its activities, in the evening 
the General. was entertained at a dinner by the officers stationed here, The Cen- 
eral, on May 18th, accor.panied by Major J.¥. Chisum, of the Corps Area Air Office, 
and Major D.C, Emmons, ccmsanding Cricsy Field, mace a trip across the bay to 
Oakland, on a tour of inspection at Bay Ferm Is? sat Memicipal Airport. Thoy were 
later entertained by the Oekland Chembor of Commerce, where the General was called 
upon for a speech, to which he + Ss i favoly responded. 
~~ During-the past week 2nd Lieuts, Waiter G. Bryte, Jr, and George EB, Henry 
were ‘busily: engaged - in preparation pa the annual gunnery matches at Langley 
‘Fields °°: «= 

In connection with the Ca lifornia Development Association's ance some 
40 airplanes recently made a cross-courtry flight to Sacramonio, Stos any Modes 
to and Fresno, California, returning the following day, Includid sting whese 
five planes were five JIiS Reserve Training planes piloted by Reserve officers, 


san Antonio Air Intermecinte Denot, Duncan Wield, May 8 to 26, 





. This depot mani .fested its share of the interest and enthusiasm aroused by 
the Air Corps and Combined Air and Ground Maneuvers held in the vicinity of San 
Antonio from May 10 to 21. During the maneuvers the 3rd ‘Atteck Geoup maintained 
‘its headquarters and airdrome at Duncan Fielc », and consequently this statidn was 
the scene of most intense activity both in the operations of the group ard in 
the technical activities of the depot for the occasion, ‘This depot, true to its 
consistent reputation for service, took care of every requirement for repairs ond 
supplies: incident to the Air Corps? part in the maneuvers, which at times require 
ed the greater percentage of the Engineering Department force to be diverted %o 
emergency work thereon. 

Commander T.G. Hetherington, of the British Imbassy in Washington, and Group 
Captain J. Si Scott, Director of the Royal Cana‘liea Air Ferce, visitors at the 
maneuvers, paid a visit to this depot and viewed its activitias, 

. This. station was officially inspected on Mey 9th by the Secretary of War, 
Hons Dwight. F. Davis; the Assistant Secretary of War, Hon,.F, Trubee Davison; 
Major-General, Patrick, and Brigadier-General Lahm and Staffs, * 

On the afternoon cf May 20th, at the Duncon Field Officers’ Club, a tea was 
given-in honor of Mrs, F, Trubee Davison by the ladies of the Air Corps in this 
‘vicinity, 

‘Our Commanding Officer, Major John H, Pirie, departed from this station 
with his family on May 19th or a short leave of absence prior to sailiniy on June 
10th for General Staff Corps duty in the Philippine Department, His dsparvure 
was -a°matter of deep regret on the part of the officers ond viviliens of this 
-ctommend, He made a most satisfactory and enviable record during the tims int cole 
‘manded this depot, Unen their departure, Major and Mrs, Pirie were giv 
well parties by the officers of this Depot and their numerous friends at the 
other air stations and in the city cf San Antonio. 

“Lieut. Harry A. Halverson, of this depot, piloted a Douglas Tranevort +? 
Oklahoma City, Okla., on iiay sth, and returned on the 9th ferrying to Sex artorie 
the crew of the Martin Bomber which was wrecked at Oklahoma City white en reurte 
to the maneuvers, 
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Captain Otto G. Trunk, Air Corps, reported for duty at this depot on May 
14th, on transfer from bolling Field, D.C., having motored through from Bolling 
Field, ond reporting a pleasant trip. i 

“Lieut. Barney iM. Giles, of the Field Service Section, while here during 
the maneuvers, was a visitor at this depot for several informal conferences 
in connection with supply and maintenance work, 

Through the courtesy of the Famous Players -= Lasky Corporation, the of# 
ficers and civilian personnel of this depot attended a special showing, given 
for the Air Corps on May 20th, following its premiere in San Antonio of the 
motion picture "Wings", the new feature War Aviation film, which was produced 
in this vicinity with the cooperation of the Air Corps and the Second Divisions 

The Engineering Department of this depot overhauled and repaired the fol- 
lowing airplanes and engines during the month of April, 1927: Airplanes: 14 
Douglas 0-2, 9 Douglas O-2-C, S.Douglus C-1, 1 Curtiss 0-1, 11 Pr-1l, 3 DH-2M-1, 
Total, 41 planes; Engines: 32 Liberty, 12 Wright-£, 1 Curtiss D-12, Total, 45 
engines, 

The allotment of additional funds for the hire of civilian employes for 
the remainder of this fisdéal year has decidedly relieved the situation with ree 
spect to the shortage of help in the Engineering,Shops, and will in turn in- 
crease production, 


Field Service Section, Wright Field, Fairfield, Qhio, June 3. 





Captain Morris Bermen recently went to Middletown, to confer with the Come= 
manding Officer of the Air Intermediate Depot with reference to the supply ~ 
situation, He also investigated the property system in use at several General 
Supply Depots in the East, ; Por pe 

‘Messrs. Cornelius G, Loose, R.P, Evans and LaVergne Cook, technical ase 
sistants in the Field Service Section, left for Langley Field on June 2nd to 
be present at the Bombing Matches. Later in the month Messrs, Evans and 
Loose will go to Mitchel Field to inspect installation of armament, 

Lieut. J.L,. Strommo ferried on AT-4 from Garden City, New York to San 
Antonio, Texas, 

Lieut, J.L. Stromme delivered the Memorial Day address at the exercises 
held on May 30th at the Methodist Church in Fairfield, under the auspices of 
the American Legion, Lieut, Stromme is well known as a_ brilliant and forceful 
speaker, and his eloquent address was most favorably received by the assemblage 
that filled the church to overflowing, 

Lieut, B.M, Giles and Mr, G. R. Marley returned May 23rd from San Antonio 
where they represented the Field Service Section at the Maneuvers, 

Lieut, M.S, Lawton went to Maxwell Field on Mey 7th in a DH=4M-2, making 
the flight in one day. 

Majors H,©, Pratt and Carl Spatz visited the Field Service Section on May 
26th, en route from San Antonio to Washington, for the purpose of consulting 
with the Chief of this Section regarding the allocation of airplanes during the 
next year, 

Lieut. 0,0, Nicrgarth and Mir. 0.J. Neff left May 22nd for a ten days' trip 
to Mitchel, Bolling and Langley Fields, to consult with representative organiza= 
tions regarding equipment to be specified as standard, They returned May 30th, 
bringing with them much new information on the difficult subject of basic tables 
of equipment, On June 2nd the Board of Officers, appointed to review the basic 
tables, met at the Field Service Section, with the intention of completing the 
révision which was begun last winter. The results of the work of this Board will 
be submitted to the Chief of Air Corps in the near future, 

Major George H. Brett, who has been at the head of the Field Service Section 
for the last three and one-half years, left June 2nd with the best wishes of -the 
entire Section, He will attend the Air Corps Tactical School at Langley Field 
but before the school opens he will enjoy a well-earned vacation in the Rocky 


_ Mountain region, He intends to visit seyeral of the national parks and national 


forests, 


al During the time that he hes been in charge of the Field Service Section, 
ete Brett has been well liked by officers and civilian employes, His aim has 
sao ee been to make the Section an organization ef real service to the entire 
“at, rae Courteous and kindly, he is a keen judge of men and motives, patient 
but ? problems of the day, yet prompt in his decisions; attentive to detail, 
always mindful of the results to be attained; willing to listen to suggestions, 
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and willing to give council when it is needed. Upon the occasion of his des» 
parture, Major Brett addressed a letter to the Field Service Section, expressing 
his appreciation of the intelligent and loyal support received, and wishing suc- 
cess to all, 

Major Brett is followed by Major A.W. Robins as Chicf of Sections Major 
Robins, who is personally knowm to all in the Field Service Section, enters upon 
his new duties with the hearty support end cooperation of officers and employes, 
who are much pleased that Mejor Brett has such a worthy successor, 


Selfridge Field, Mt, Clemens, Mich., June 14, 





It is expected that construction of the new barracks for enlisted men will 
get under way by July 10th, . 

These are ~part of the Governments' 10-year building program, during which 
time it is expected that new officers" quarters, a new hospital, 10 steel hangars, 
stables, warehouses and many other structures will be erected, Many of the latter 
structures may be erected during the next three or four years, 

We regret to record the death of Lieut, Philip H,. Downes,Air Reserve, formerly 
a member of the lst Pursuit Group, which occurred at Ford Airport, Dearborn,Mich,, 
on May 27th, Lieut, Dowes was test ting a small monoplane at the time when the 
wing collapsed, and he died in the crash of the plane, 

Lieut, Downes was chief test pilot for the Woodson Aircraft Company of -Na- 
poleon,O, He was on active duty with the First Pursuit Group up to about 13 
years ago, at which time he was attached to the oth Pursuit Squadron, He tas 
36 years of age, 

We extend our condolences to Mrs,Ethel Dowmes,the widow of Lieut, Downes, 

An airplane piloted by 2nd Lieut, Wilbur Erickson, Air’ Reserve, on active 
duty with the lst Pursuit Group, was forcededown near Niles,Ohio,on June 12th, 
The plane was returning to Detroit from Youngstowm, Ohio, and Lieut. Jack Wolfe, 
of Detroit, was a passenger, When about 100 feet above the ground the motor cut 
out causing the forced lending, Luckily, neither pilot nor passenger was injured, 
The landieg gear was smashed, Reports state that skillful piloting on the part 
of Liev, Ucickson saved both pilot and passenger from death or serious injury, 

LicsS, Edgar T, Selzer, Air Corns, came to Selfridge Field as a member of 
a Board of Directors for examination of candidates for appointment as Flying 
Cadet, cuher officers detailed to this duty being away on the flight “to escort 
Col, Lindbergh, Lieut, Selzer is attached to the 107th Observation Squadron of 
the 32nd Division, Michigan Nationel Guard, as instructor. 

Lieut, Robert L. Schoenlein, Air Reserve, with 25 enlisted men, left Self- 
ridge Field by motor truck for Chanute Field, "trl. for temporary duty in cone 
nection with the maintemence of airplanes and equipment to be used for the trains 
ing of R.O.T.C, students at that place during the period June 15th to July 30th. 
Three trucks and three trailers were used on this journey, including a field rangrs 
The non-commissioned officers accompanying this detachment are; Staff Sgts,Emil 6. 
Kolp and William N,Cornell;Set.Andrew White; and Corporals Carl A, Swan and Done . 
ald J. Terrill, 


Air Corps, Michican National Guard, Detroit, Mich, 





. Despite much rain and a wet field which made flying unwise, if not impossibl: 
the officers and men on flying pay in the 107th Observation Squadron, Michigan 
National Guard, have managed to get in all of their required flying time, In 
doing this the squadron has figured in several cross-country trips, and an aere 
ial demonstration over the city during the Memorial Day parade, 

Our field at the summer training camp site has been inspected and approved | 
and we have been informed we will go to camp on August 6th for two weeks' trains — 
ing. . The field is 3,000 feet square, located about three miles from Grayling Mich 

On May 22nd our. four "Jennies" £1 ew to Lansing and back in the squadron's 
first cross-country flight. With the exception of a drenching during a reinstortt” 
in Lansing, the trip was without incident. 

Our field in River Rouge Park -=- 80 acres <= is gradually changing into an 
‘A-1 port, The field is now being used as a Detroit terminal of a new airline be-” 
tween Detroit and Saginaw, recently started by W,J. Carr, veteran pilot.of the . 
State. Using one Travel Air biplane, Carr makes three round trips weekly, 


A number of cross sgoqennt: trips to Selfridge Field were mady by serd 
officers during the month, 
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